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The following intelligence organizations participated in the preparation of
this estimate:

The Central Intelligence Agency and the intelligence organizations of the Depart-
ments of State, Defense, and the NSA.

Concurring:

Vice Admiral Rufus L. Taylor, Deputy Director of Central Intelligence

Mr. Thomas L. Mughes, the Director of Intelligence and Research, Department
of State

Lt. Gen. Joseph F. Carroll, Director, Defense Intelligence Agency

Dr. Charles H. Reichardt, for the Assistant General Manager, Atomic Energy
Commission

Dr. Lovis W. Tordella, for the Director, National Security Agency

Abstaining:

Mr. William O. Cregar, for the Assistant Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation,
the subject being outside of his jurisdiction,
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CAPABILITIES OF SOVIET
GENERAL PURPOSE FORCES

NOTE

This Memorandum to Holders is prompted by recent reviews of
Soviet submarine and ground forces order-of-battle which require us
to change the judgments made in NIE 11-14-66, “Capabilities of Soviet
General Purpose, Forces,” dated 3 November 1966, SECRET, on the
number and deployment of Soviet general purpose submarines and
army line divisions.

DISCUSSION

1. In NIE 11-14-66, we estimated that as of 1 October 1966 there
were about 340 submarines in the Soviet general purpose submarine
force—including about 45 cruise missile submarines, nearly half of
which were nuclear-powered.

2. A recent review of Soviet submarine order-of-battle indicates that
as of 1 October 1966 there were actually about 325 general purpose
submarines in the Soviet fleet, and that the cruise missile submarine
force was slightly larger and had a greater proportion of nuclear- -
powered units than previously estimated. . Since the nuclear-powered
units are equipped with more missile launchers than the diesel-powered
boats, approximately 265 launchers (rather than the previously esti-
mated 250) were found to be in the cruise missile submarine force.

3. The greatest reduction in our estimate of the number of torpedo
attack submarines took place in the long range F-Class—down 12
from the previously estimated 56 units. Our estimate of the number
of nuclear-powered torpedo attack submarines in the force was reduced
slightly—12-15 units rather than 17; production of the nuclear-powered
N-Class apparently halted sometime between 1963 and 1966. Our
estimate of the number of torpedo attack submarines in the Northern
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Fleet was reduced from 120 to 102-105. We have reduced our esti-
mate of the total number of torpedo attack submarines for 1976 from
240 to 220, about half of which will probably be long-range diesel or
nuclear-powered. ,

4. A recent review of Soviet ground forces order-of-battle indicated
that the number of Category I and II line divisions carried in NIE
11-14-66 was slightly high, while the number of Category III divisions
was slightly low. In our view, however, these changes require no
revision in our previcus estimate of overall Soviet ground force ca-
pabilities. - )

5. Attached are new tables listing the estimated number and deploy-
ment of Soviet line divisions, and the estimated numbers and deploy-
ment of Soviet general purpose submarines by class and by fleet as of
1 October 1966. These tables supersede Tables I and IV, respectively,
of NIE 11-14-66.

* & & &

ESTIMATED NUMBERS AND DEPLOYMENT OF SOVIET LINE DIVISIONS

CATEGORY I AND II DIVISIONS CATE-
MRD Tank ABN - ] GorY
AREA Cat. | Cat. | Cat. | Cat. | Cat. | Cat. | Tota] ™
I |1 {1 | DIvi-
SIONS®
East Germany.................. .. 10 0 10 0 0 0 20 0
Poland.. ... ... ... ... .......... 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 .
Hungary......................... 2 0 2 0 0 0 4 0
Western USSR. .................. 11 3 6 11 3 0 34 8
Southwestern USSR............... 0 2 1 3 0 0 6 8
" Northwestern USSR. . .... e 0 4 0 1 1 0 6 4
Southern USSR.................. 1 9 2 1 2 0 15 13
Central USSR.................... 0 4 0 1 0 0 5 3
Far Eastern USSR................ 1 3 2 5 0 -1 12 3
TOTAL..........ccoovoioio .. 25 25 25 22§ 1 . 104  39%

* We estimate that of the 39 Category III Divisions 37 are motorized rifle divisions, 2 are
tank divisions (located in Western and Southwestern USSR) and that there are no Cate-
gory III airborne divisions.

® This number may be as low as 33 or as high as 46. This range reflects uncertainty ag to
whether all of the units counted are in fact divisions,




ESTIMATED NUMBERS AND DEPLOYMENT OF SOVIET GENERAL PURPOSE
SUBMARINES BY CLASS, 1 OCTOBER 1966—BY FLEETS

|norru| Bartic |suacK]eacime]  Torar | m10-1967 | ain-1968

Type of Submarine
Cruise Missile

Nuclear
EIClass......... 0 0 0 5 5 5 5
E-II Class...... .. 12-13 0 0 8 20-21 24-25 28-29

Subtotal...... N\ 12-13 0 13 25-26 29-30 33-34
Diesel _
W—Conversion..... 6 3 1 3 13 13 13
J-Class........... 5-8 0 0 2 7-10 9-12 11-15
, Subtotal.... .. .. 11-14 3 1 5 20-23 22-25 24-28
TOTAL Cruise Missile. 23-27 3 1 18 45-49 51-55 57-62
Torpedo Attack .

Nuclear
N-Class.......... 9-12 0 0 3 12-15 12-15 12-15
Follow-on......... . . .. 0-1 1-3

Diesel L
F-Class.......... 27 3 0 14 44 48-50 52-56
Z-Class........... 8 5 0 7 20 .2 20
R~Class.......... 11 1 3 0 15 " 15 15
W-Class.......... 47 48 26 46 167 165 160
Q-Class. ......... 0 10 5 0 15 - 15 15
M~Class.......... 0 0 2 5 7 0 0

TOTAL Torpedo At- }
tack....... ... ... 102-105 67 36 75  280-283 275-281 275-284

TOTAL General' Pur-
pose Submarines. .. .. 125-132 70 37 93 325~-332 326-336 332-346




CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY

DISSEMINATION NOTICE

1. This document was disseminated by the Central Intelligence Agency. This copy
is for the information and use of the recipient and of persons under his jurisdiction on a
need-to-know basis. Additional essential dissemination may be authorized by the
following officials within their respective departments:

a

Director of Intelligence and Research, for the Department of State

b. Director, Defense Intelligence Agency, for the Office of the Secretary of
Defense and the organization of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

c. Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence, Department of the Army, for the
Department of the Army

d. Assistant Chief of Naval Operations (Intelligence), for the Department of the
Navy

e. Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence, USAF, for the Department of the Air
Force

f. Director of Intelligence, AEC, for the Atomic Energy Commission

g. Assistant Director, FBI, for the Federal Bureau of Investigation

h. Director of NSA, for the National Security Agency

i. Director of Central Reference, CIA, for any other Department or Agency

2. This document may be retained, or destroyed by burning in accordance with
applicable security regulations, or returned to the Central Intelligence Agency by
arrangement with the Office of Central Reference, CIA.

3. When this document is disseminated overseas, the overseas recipients may
retain it for a period not in excess of one year. At the end of this period, the
document should either be destroyed, returned to the forwarding agency, or per-
mission should be requested of the forwarding agency to retain it in accordance with
1AC-D-69/2, 22 June 1953.

4. The title of this document when used separately from the text should be clas-

sified: PER=CUFFICTAT USE~ oY
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